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A narrative journalism course that involves college students and high schools students in a classroom-online blend that looks into what has happened to the children of 9/11 victims and how they are faring; in cooperation with the N.J. Press Foundation which intends to publish the results of the students’ efforts in a series of special newspaper supplements around Spot. 11, 2011.

Reading material

Tower Stories: An Oral History of 9/11 [Hardcover] by Damon DiMarco and Thomas Kean, 2007, ISBN 978-1-59580-021-3
The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation by Sid Jacobson and Ernie Colon (Paperback - Aug. 22, 2006) Hill and Wang, ISBN 978-0-8090-5738-2
Your Father's Voice: Letters for Emmy About Life with Jeremy--and Without Him After 9/11 [Paperback] Lyz Glick (Author), Dan Zegart (Author) New York: St. Martin’s Press. ISBN 0-312-31921-5

Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers' Guide from the Nieman Foundation at Harvard University [Paperback] Mark Kramer (Editor), Wendy Call (Editor) New York: Plume (Penguin Group), ISBN 978-0-452-28755-6

The New New Journalism: Conversations with America's Best Nonfiction Writers on Their Craft [Paperback] Robert Boynton (Author) New York: Vintage Books. ISBN: 1-4000-3356-X

The Ground Truth: The Untold Story of America Under Attack on 9/11, By John Farmer, New York: Riverhead, 2009, ISBN 978-1-59448-478-0

One of the following (undecided as yet):

In Cold Blood, by Truman Capote

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Dr. Hunter S. Thompson

The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe

The Kingdom and the Power by Gay Talese

The Armies of the Night by Norman Mailer

Slouching Towards Bethelem by Joan Didion
Websites:


Official site for vital information in this course: Sakai.rutgers.edu

Professor’s website to impart reference material and assignments: Scarletnotes.com

This course was made possible by a special grant from the New Jersey Press Foundation which, in partnership with the New Jersey Press Association, will be at njpa.org and njpa.org/foundation

Many other websites will be linked to the Sakai website and scarletnotes.com once the course begins.

Course description

Simply speaking, this will be a course in narrative journalism. But, because of the topic, the circumstances, and the point in time when this course is held, The 9/11 Project will be a lot more than simply learning to tell a story. It will be the center of a major project that will be seen in a new website (“the web”) and, in a newspaper supplement (“the tab”) that will tell the stories of the children of 9/11 victims. The supplement will be offered to New Jersey newspaper publishers which may print thousands of copies and insert them into daily or weekly newspapers. What makes it even more unusual is that the tellers of the stories, the students, may often be about the same age as those whose stories are being told. 

The students of The 9/11 Project, a special topics course in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies, will find this class different on another level. Because of the origin of this course and anticipated public interest in the subject, the students taking the course are likely to be featured as news stories themselves. Virtually all of the students associated with the course, the high school students and college students, should be prepared to work openly with reporters and bloggers who might want to write about the course… or them. You might be asked to be in a photograph or video, interviewed for a podcast, featured in a television or cable newscast, or explored in a newspaper story. Our goal, of course, is not to outshine the subjects of our “web and tab” project, but students might be able to heighten understanding of the children of 9/11 by finding some commonalities with them and portraying their story in a way longtime professionals might interpret differently. It is also possible that, in working with New Jersey newspaper editors and experienced speakers, you might find a future job in the news industry.

Each student is expected to bring something special to the course in terms of journalistic expertise. Here are some talents with which we will populate the course:

· Writing

· Photography

· Video 

· Webcasting

· Layout for print

· Building and maintaining websites

· Editing

· Communications

Since it would be impossible to teach all of the talents needed for a project such as this, we will expect students to come into it trained for the rigors of a live project and to produce a reasonably professional product that will be seen by thousands of newspaper and online readers.

The requirements for this course are: 

· A grade of C or better in News Reporting and Writing (04:567:324) and one of the following: Writing for Print (04:567:325) or Broadcast News Writing (04:567:310). Also recommended is another high-level writing course such as 04:567:410 Magazine Writing.

· The knowledge of at least one aspect of News Media that will enable this project to be essentially self-sustaining in the writing, photographing, web and print production, layout, and execution of the whole project. There will be help and guidance from professional editors, reporters, and photographers who will be assigned to work with us by a special committee of the New Jersey Press Association. Your instructor will direct the project, but only with cooperation and input from the students in the course. For the purposes of the grant, the instructor will be the principal researcher and the students will be laboratory assistants.

· Passing an interview for the course, if required. Students may also have to fill out an application and write an essay describing what that student can bring to the course.

This course involves the work of three specific groups of people:

· The Rutgers University students who take this course, their professor, and other professors and speakers who are brought in to the course to discuss certain aspects of journalism. 

· The NJPA committee assigned to this project, the editors, reporters, and photographers of NJPA member newspapers and websites who will meet with you in person and online.

· Students and their advisers from New Jersey-area high schools that are members of the Garden State Scholastic Press Association, a student newspaper adviser association. 

This cooperative effort is designed to create a final project (a freestanding newspaper supplement to be inserted into New Jersey newspapers and a professional website that tells roughly the same story with new-media elements) that reflects not only the work of students and professionals, but, because of the subject matter, breaks new ground in studying the effects of terrorism on young people. Besides interviewing children of 9/11 victims, we will be talking to experts, historians, politicians, and others who can shed some light on the subject. Because the students in the college and high school segments of this course may very well be about the same age as the children of 9/11 victims, the professor and the foundation are hoping that new information will be revealed in the understanding of the World Trade Center attacks and their effect on those least able to defend themselves. The reason for this is that the stories will be written by contemporaries of the children, some of who may be adults now. Also, another goal of this course is to increase understanding of how public issues affect private lives and thus to understand how journalism helps the public in understanding major events. Finally, it also adds to understanding of journalism by today’s high school and college students, and, if the grant is successful, it will strengthen democracy in the next generation.

By matriculating in this course, the college students in this course, and the high school student newspaper leaders and their advisers will become public figures. This means everything will be open to public scrutiny. NJPA-member newspapers and websites, as well as any other news organization, will be given, within the range of time constraints, access to the students in the college course and the high school project. No student has to talk to any given journalist doing a story about this course if the student feels the journalist will not write a responsible story. But generally, journalists will routinely be given the background material, objectives (including this syllabus), and progress reports of this course. They will NOT be given access to any personal information, grades, or private conversations between professor and students. Some journalists may wish to visit the class or follow the course online. Be prepared for anything public, including a documentary made about this course and the students in it.

SAKAI

We will be using the Sakai website through the Rutgers portal for this course. Sakai is a full functioned site that enables assignments to be given and handed in, assignments scheduled, chats among students and between the professor and the class. In this use of Sakai, all of the students, including the high school students, will have access to Sakai and will interact with college students and the professor. Each high school will determine whether to award credit for participation in this course, and how much.

Sakai will allow us to stay in touch between class sessions and to continue exploring this project together. The idea behind Sakai is to maintain communications among all the participants so that everyone will have a similar opportunity to produce the best possible work with the most possible support.

Within Sakai, every class member will be partly graded on the blog that he or she writes during the semester. This blog will include your experiences in gathering the news and will be public. At the end of the semester, the blogs will be put online on our website and excerpts will be published in our supplement tab.

EQUIPMENT

The grant supporting this course will allow each of the students in the course to record experiences with a compact video camera. These videos will be edited by students and used on the web site. We will have a session to teach you how to edit your video and to submit it to the site.

GUEST SPEAKERS

We will have several speakers during the course who will relate their experiences or advice about our project. Some of them will be well-known and will have had major roles in 9/11 as a participant, public official, or a journalist. In some cases, these speakers may not be able to come to class during our class session. The college students taking the course are expected to try to attend the talks given by these speakers. High school students may attend as well, and, in most cases will be able to see the talks given by speakers through videos that we will prepare.

GEOGRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION

Inasmuch as the grant for this course is oriented toward the entire state of New Jersey, we will be looking for students — both high school and college — to represent geographical areas of New Jersey in somewhat equal proportion. That means that we will be seeking students who will have some association (home town, frequent visits, etc.) in north, central and southern New Jersey. In some cases this may mean that equally qualified students may be selected partly on the basis of their geographic home towns so that we have a better understanding of how 9/11 affected people in all part of the state. We are aware that many more victims’ families live in the northern and central part of the state, so we will take this into account in selecting students.

CLASS TRIPS

It is mandatory for all of the students in the course to attend a session with newspaper editors and reporters near the beginning of the course to learn who will be editing their copy and giving them advice. They will also be required to attend a work session in mid-semester according to their geographical location. We will probably have sessions in northern New Jersey, central and southern. During these sessions, students will work with editors and reporters to hone their stories so that they can be the best possible journalism. After these sessions are over, the students will be expected to continue working on their stories according to the advice they were given by their professional advisers.

YOUR AVAILABILITY

Since the website will not go live and the supplement will not be published until September 2011, you must be available after the course ends to do final fixes and corrections on your story and to make sure that facts have not changed since your wrote it. Please make arrangement with the professor to contact you if the need arises. This includes students who may have graduated. While we cannot require this, we ask that you make yourself available as a pledge to do good and relevant work.

OVERVIEW

While it may sound haughty to be a member of the elite group that takes this course, we hope that you treat Project 9/11 as just another college (or high school) course and not to freeze up when you write, take photos, etc. If you have a serious interest in journalism, you will find out eventually that there is not much difference between a thousand people reading your story or seeing your video and a million. What is important is that you reach the heart of the matter; tell the stories that we are expecting to be newsworthy with compassion; and learn from the experience. One of the major goals of this course is to prepare you for a career in journalism with the understanding that your contributions will further the goals of the New Jersey Press Foundation: “To help develop the next generation of  journalists and informed citizens,  and to promote the importance of  a free press to our democracy.” If the course is successful, you will one day look back on the time you took the course and remark how the 9/11 Project made a difference in your life.

Quizzes 

Occasionally, you may be quizzed on the readings. In most cases, these quizzes will be announced,  but if the instructor finds that an appreciable number of students are not keeping up with the  readings, you may be quizzed without notice.

Midterm and Final Exams 

The midterm exam will be given on (DATE ADDED HERE) and will include material up to that point but not that weekʼs reading. It will consist of several questions about ethics and law and should be finished  during the class. Students who need extra time will be accommodated as best as possible.  Please see the instructor privately if you think you will need extra time.  The final exam will be similar and will emphasize material from the second half of the semester. 

Both the midterm and final will emphasize class lectures and discussions, so take copious notes! 

Special Needs 

Students who have special problems, such as language difficulties, weakness in writing, physical or  emotional handicaps, and so forth should discuss these with the instructor, preferably during office hours to protect your privacy. All  discussions will be private and can not ever affect your  grade. The instructor will do everything possible to help you compete fairly with other students. 

Instructional objectives 

The instructorʼs goal in teaching this course is to bring students to the point of understanding the events of 9/11, and the effects on families. They will also learn the basics of narrative journalism, some knowledge of video production, website creation, and the information concerning public knowledge and how it affects the people it concerns; that is, those who are targeted. It is designed to make you a better writer, photographer, videographer or whichever area you choose to concentrate.

Learning objectives 

By the time you complete this course, you should be able to: 

1. Understand the writings of some of the more prominent authors on 9/11 and how journalists handled the story.

2. Draw conclusions from contrasting work to develop your own principles. 

3. Assist other journalists and students in coming to conclusions about how to handle news. 

4. Become a better writer. 

5. Develop the ability to address a class on a subject and take questions — a talent that is necessary for graduate work. 

Academic Integrity 

There is probably nothing as absurd as plagiarizing a journalism paper. Be extra careful about this. We will strictly follow the Rutgers policy on academic integrity, located on the following web site: http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html. You are expected to read the appropriate sections of this site and abide by them. 

Journalism is assumed to be based on the truth. An overview of this policy may be found at http://cat.rutgers.edu/integrity/student.html. Multimedia presentations about academic integrity may be found at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/multimedia.shtml and http://www.scc.rut- 

gers.edu/douglass/sal/plagiarism/intro.html The Society of Professional Journalistsʼ Code of Ethics is found at http://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp 

Academic integrity means, among other things: 

• Develop and write all of your own assignments. 

• Do not look over at the exams of others or use electronic equipment such as cell phones or MP3 players during exams. 

• Do not fabricate information or citations in your work. 

• Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to be submitted by others. 

• Do not “copy and paste” passages from websites or other electronic sources. 

If you are doubtful about any issue related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, please discuss it with the instructor. 

It is incredible to imagine that students in a course on ethics would consider handing in work that is not their own. The instructor will take a dim view of such practice and consider it a major reason to severely lower a grade. He is required under SC&I policy to report the incident to Dean Novick. 

Use of laptops in class is a privilege which can be revoked by the instructor at any time.

Attendance (including religious observances) 

The university preference is that grades not be affected directly by attendance records. In general two excused absences are acceptable in a course that meets twice per week. 

It is university policy (University Regulation on Attendance, Book 2, 2.47B, formerly 60.14f) to excuse without penalty students who are absent from class because of religious observance, and to allow the make‐up of work missed because of such absence. Examinations and special required out‐of‐class activities shall ordinarily not be scheduled on those days when religiously observant students refrain from participating in secular activities. Absences for reasons of religious obligation shall not be counted for purposes of reporting. You are advised to provide timely notification ahead of time to the instructor about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed‐upon schedule. 

Grading 

An A grade will be awarded to an assignment that both fulfills the terms of the assignment and shows evidence of out‐of‐the‐ordinary original, creative, analytical, and interesting thought. A B grade will be awarded if the terms of the assignment have been fulfilled thoroughly and thoughtfully, with some evidence of originality and creativity. Assignments that merely fulfill the terms of the 

assignment will receive a C grade. Assignments that fail to fulfill the terms of the assignment will receive a D. An assignment that does not approximate the terms of the assignment will receive an F. Assignments that are not handed in receive a zero. Assignments must be handed in on time. If emergencies occur, let the instructor know in a timely fashion. Rutgers SC&I allows the following standard final grades: A, B+, B, C+, C, D (undergraduate only), and F. An F is used for failing work or for a student who has stopped attending class without for- 

mally withdrawing. An incomplete, IN, can only be assigned to a student who, due to unforeseen, and generally emergency, circumstances, cannot finish coursework within the given semester; the student then has extra time to complete the coursework and have the grade changed or else the incomplete becomes permanent. The student and the professor can agree on an alternative 

due date. Generally, this course will assume the following grade-letter conversions for numerical grades: 92- 100: A; 86-91: B+; 80-85: B; 76-79: C+, 72-78: C; 65-71: D; 64 or below: F. Quizzes are marked with the correct number of questions (such as 7 for seven right). These can be translated into 

numerical grades by adding a zero after the number. Seven becomes 70. Depending on the number of quizzes given in a semester, and the studentʼs progress, the professor may drop the lowest grade. 

Extras 

Students are expected to take the initiative to become aware of university policies and services that will help them succeed in their academic work. They are responsible for following the guidelines specified in the universityʼs academic integrity policy, procuring information and literacy skills needed to succeed in academics, seeking advisement when needed, and taking advantage of 

support services. 

Students seeking help with the content of this course should contact the instructor either during office hours, or make a separate appointment. Students seeking help with the scheduling of classes or registration should contact the SCILS Student Services Office in Room 214 of the SC&I Building. 

A great deal of information is available on the SC&I website, including course descriptions and details about all degree programs: http://scils.rutgers.edu 

Rutgers has Learning Centers on each campus where any student can obtain tutoring and other help; for information, check http://lrc.rutgers.edu/ Rutgers also has a Writing Program where students can obtain help with writing skills and assignments: http://plangere.rutgers.edu/index.html 

SC&I IT Services offers help with a variety of technology problems. They are located in the SC&I Building in Room 120 (first floor); 732-932-7500 x8999; help@scils.rutgers.edu. 

Anyone needing assistance because of a handicap or specific problem ought to discuss this with the professor. This not only includes physical handicaps but also learning disabilities and English as a second language. Special accommodaa fair level. You donʼt know until you ask!

Bio 

Professor Miskoff is a graduate of Rutgers University in New Brunswick and received his Masterʼs of Liberal Studies from Rutgers-Newark. While at Rutgers, he was an editor of The Targum and was a member of WRSU radio. He spent many years in the broadcast industry on the air and later as a reporter for The Home News Tribune; after that he worked as a photographer for Greater Media newspapers. He also owned a printing company, a photo studio and a firm that provides layout services for high school and college student newspapers. He has been a part-time lecturer at Rutgers since the 1980s but is now a full-time faculty member. He is also the associate director of the Journalism Resources Institute at Rutgers. He is a former president of the New Jersey chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists and serves as president of the Foundation for Open Government. He is also a board member of the Garden State Scholastic Press Association. 

