Is Rutgers (or anyone else) being sued?

If a person is involved in civil litigation in New Jersey, and absent the file being sealed, there is a record of it in either the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey (i.e. federal court) or the Superior Court of New Jersey (i.e state court.)  So, if you search the dockets of both the federal and state courts, you will have a good idea of a person's litigation history.

State Court:

For cases filed in the New Jersey Superior Court, there are two ways to go access the dockets.  First, there's a free search engine on http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/acms/disc/CV0227W0E.ASP
Unfortunately, this free engine is not very accurate and I've found it to report many false negatives.  Better is to go to any county courthouse, visit the "Civil Division Manager's" office and ask to use the "ACMS (Automated Case Management System) public access terminal."  See http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/isd/acms.htm
The ACMS is arcane and hard to use, but it will, if you know how to use it, give you information on any civil action filed in any county in the state.  The ACMS will not, however, let you access images of actual case documents.  Rather, it you type in a name, it will give you a docket number, the names of the parties involved, and a listing of the filed documents.  If you want to see any documents you have to contact the county court house.  In other words, if you're at an ACMS terminal in Atlantic County and search for "John Paff" you will find suits that I've filed everywhere in the state.  Among others, you'd find my lawsuit against Keyport Borough in Monmouth County.  But, if you wanted to actually see the filed documents, you'd have to either visit the courthouse in Freehold or make a written request for records to that courthouse.

A relatively new system, called the JEFIS, allows you to actually pull up images of the filed documents. Unfortunately, this system only covers civil cases in the Special Civil Part, which is for case where the amount in controversy is under $15,000 and landlord/tenant matters.

Federal Court:

For cases filed in the federal court, you also have two options.  First, there's a free service at http://dockets.justia.com/browse/state-new_jersey/court-njdce/ There may also be other, similar free services.  Since I have a PACER account (see below), I don't have much experience with the free services.

In order to use the PACER service, you have to have an account because the system charges something, I believe $.08, per page for each document you download.  But, the PACER system works very well and allows you to pull up images of filed documents right on-line. Information on Pacer is available at http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/uspci.html
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